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(54) Transducer, In particular transducer for hearing aids 


(57) Desaibed is a transducer, in particular suitable 
for hearing aids, comprising a coil (3) having a first air 
gap (4), a magnetic member (2) having a second air gap 
(6), and an armature (10), the first and the second air 
gaps (4, 6) being in line, and the armature (10) compris- 
ing an armature leg (12) extending through both air 
gaps (4, 6). 

The coil (3) is mounted for rotation with respect to the 


magnetic member (2), namely in a manner such that the 
coil (3) forms a stop for the armature leg (12), thus pre- 
venting excessive bending of the armature leg (12) in 
the occurrence of a shock 

Consequently, the transducer according to the present 
Invention, which can be assembled from standard parts, 
has improved shock resistance. 
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Description 

The invention relates to a transducer, in particular suitable for hearing aids, comprising a coil having a first air gap, 
a magnetic member having a second air gap. and an armature, the first and the second air gaps being in line, and the 
5 armature comprising an armature leg extending through both air gaps. 

Such transducers are known per se. The above armature leg is connected therein with a diaphragm. Vibrations of 
the diaphragm are transmitted to the armature leg. and the vibrating armature leg causes an electric allematng current 
in the coil. Convereely, an altemating current supplied to the coil causes a vibration of the armature leg. which is trans- 
mitted to the diaphragm. „ J. . _« 
10 With the vibrations of the above armature leg occurring under normal conditons the displacements thereof are rel- 
atively small. In extreme cases, however, the armature leg can touch the magnet. 

Transducers of the above type have the problem that when a shock or impact load is exerted on the transducer, 
such as. e.g.. when the transducer falls, the annature leg bends so far that plastic deformations can occur in the arma- 
ture leg, which is undesirable. . , ^. I, 
A transducer of the above type is described. e.g., in the international patent application WO 94/1081 7. In this pub- 
lication the above shock problem is already recognized, and the publication describes different limiting means for 
increasing the shock resistance of a transducer. These means are based on the limitation of the freedom of movement 
of the at}ove armature leg in a central position thereof. 

In one en*odiment these limiting means are a projection formed as a defomration at the armature leg. 
In another embodiment these limiting means are a separate stop member functioning as a bumper, which may be 
fitted to the armature leg or to the magnet. 

In yet another embodiment these limiting means are a separate spacer with a limited air gap. which is arranged 

between the coil and the magnet. 

In yet another embodiment the publication proposes to give the interior of the coil body a specific fomi. 
All these proposals, however, have the disadvantage that it is not possible to make use of standard parts and/or 
that additional parts must be added. This increases the expenses associated with such a transducer. 

Another disadvantage of the above proposals is that it is not possible to adjust the protective means. In general, the 
coil is wound on a coil body formed as an injection molded product and therefore has a certain tolerance. When the inte- 
rior of a coil is used as a stop in the manner as proposed in the above publication, a rather large spreading of the shock 
30 resistance of the individual transducers is obtained, which spreading cannot be reduced by an adjusting procedure. 

Another disadvantage of the above proposals is the fact that it is desirable for a proper and reliable operation of the 
transducer that the armature leg is symmetrically positioned in the magnet housing and that the protective means have 
a symmetrical effect in both directions of vibration of the armature leg. This implies that the parts proposed by the above 
publication must be produced with a rather high accuracy. 
35 It is a general ot^ect of the present invention to solve the above problems. . , ^ . 

More in particular, the object of the present invention is to provide a transducer which can be assembled from 
standard parts, and in which a predetermined desired freedom of vibration of the armature leg can be adjusted with a 
rather high accuracy, without the parts needing to have so low a tolerance that the percentage of rejects and/or the 

expenses increase. . 
40 According to a f iret aspect of the present invention the coil is fixed to the magnet housing for rotaton with respect 

to its longitudinal axis. ^ . ^ ^ . . ... . 

According to a second aspect of the invention the armature leg is provided in a predetermined position within the 

first air gap with an expanded portion. 

According to another aspect of the present invention there is provided a process for attaching a coil and a magnetic 
45 member to each other, which comprises the use of an auxiliary defining the desired freedom of vibration of the armature 
leg. the coil and the magnetic member being slid round this auxiliary and rotated with respect to each other, until they 

touch this auxiliary. ... .. ^ ^ „ j „• 

These and other aspects, features and advantages of the present invention will be clarified by the following descrip- 
tion of a preferred embodiment of a transducer according to the invention, with reference to the accompanying draw- 
so ings. in which the same or comparable parts are designated by the same reference numerals, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic cross-sectional view of a transducer; 
Fig 2 is a diagrammatic perspective view of an armature; 

Figs 3A-C are cross-sectional viewvs comparable with Fig. 1 . which illustrate the deformation of the armature; 
55 Rgs. 4A and 4B are cross-sectional views taken along respectively lines A-A and B-B in Rg. 1 for a conventional 
trdJisducor i 

Rg. 5 is a cross-sectional view comparable with Rg. 4B of a transducer according to the present Invention; 
Rg. 6 is a top view of an armature according to a second aspect of the invention; 
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Fig. 7A is a diagrammatic perspective view of an auxiliary, for use in a process for assembling a transducer accord- 
ing to the present invention; and Rg. 7B is a diagrammatic cross-sectional view of the above auxiliary. 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic cross-sectional view of a transducer generally designated by reference numeral 1. The 
s transducer 1 comprises a magnetic member 2 and a coil 3. In the embodiment shown, the magnetic member 2 com- 
prises a magnet housing 9 and two magnetic elements 5. 7, spaced apart therein. The coil 3 has a first air gap 4, the 
cross section of which may be substantially rectangular The two magnetic elements 5, 7 define between each other a 
second air gap 6, the cross section of which may also be substantially rectangular. TTie two air gaps 4 and 6 are 
arranged in line. 

10 The transducer 1 further comprises an armature 10, which, in the example shown, is an E-shaped armature. In 
general, such an E-shaped armature 10 has three legs 11 , 12, 13, lying parallel with each other, as diagrammatically 
shown in the perspective view of Fig. 2, which legs are interconnected at one end (the right end in Figs. 1 and 2) by a 
leg connecting part 14. TTie middle armature leg 12 is positioned within the two air gaps 4 and 6 arranged in line, the 
leg connecting part 14 being located on the side of the coil 3. The two outer armature legs 11 and 13 extend ori the 

15 outer side along the coil 3 and the magnet housing 9 and are affixed to the magnet housing 9, but, this is not illustrated 
in these Figures for simplicity's sake. The free end of the middle armature leg 12 is connected by means of a connecting 
element 15 to a diaphragm, not shown in the Figures for simplicity's sake. 

The operation of such a transducer 1 is as follows. When an electrical signal, originating from an amplifier, not 
shown, is supplied to the coil 3, the middle armature leg 1 2 is set in vibration, in cooperation with a magnetic field of the 

20 magnetic member 2. The movement of vibration of the middle armature leg 1 2 is transmitted via the connecting element 
1 5 to the above diaphragm, which causes sound vibrations. Conversely, sound vibrations can set the above diaphragm 
in vibration, as a result of which the middle armature leg 12 is set in vibration via the connecting element 15, thereby 
generating in the coil 3 an electrical signal capable of being detected and processed. 

Figs. 3A-C. which, for simplicity's sake, only show the middle armature leg 12, the coil 3, and the magnetic ele- 

25 ments 5 and 7, illustrate, on a greatly enlarged scale, the need for means for increasing the shock resistance. In normal 
use, the free end of the middle armature leg 1 2 will can-y out a vibration relative to a state of equilibrium designated by 
a dotted line, which middle armature leg 12 is slightly bent for its full length. Under normal conditions the middle arma- 
ture leg 12 remains clear of the coil 3 and the magnetic elements 5 and 7. but in extreme cases the end of the middle 
armature leg 12 could touch the magnetic elements 5 and 7, as shown in Fig. 3A. Although such a touch is in itself not 

30 conducive to the functioning of the transducer 1 , this touch is in itself not injurious to the transducer 1 . In fact, this touch 
can even be regarded as a protection, because a further deflection of the middle armature leg 1 2 relative to its state of 
equilibrium is prevented, so that the deformation of the middle armature leg 12 always remains within the elastic range. 

When, however, a large acceleration is exerted on the middle armature leg 1 2. e.g. by a shock as a result of falling, 
a central part of the middle armature leg 12 can further deflect from the state of equilibrium, although the free end of 

35 the middle armature leg 12 is stopped by a magnetic element, as shown in Fig. 3B for a downward deflection. In case 
of such a deformation, the middle armature leg 12 can plastically deform, which must be regarded as damage. 

In order to reduce the risk of such a plastic deformation, there may be provided means 30 which receive a central 
part of the middle armature leg 12. thus inhibiting an unduly large deflection of this central part, as shown in Fig. 3C for 
a downward deflection. 

40 In the prior art such receiving means 30 are already proposed. As described above, WO-94/10817 proposes to 
form a protuberance at the middle armature leg 1 2 or to fix an additional stop member at the middle armature leg 12 or 
at the coil and/or the magnet. The disadvantages of such an approach have also been described above. 

On the other hand, the receiving means 30 according to the present invention are defined by the standard parts 
themselves, as will be clarified in the following. 

45 Fig. 4A is a diagrammatic cross-sectional view taken along the line A-A in Fig. 1 , and Fig. 4B is a diagrammatic 
cross-sectional view taken along the line B-B in Fig. 1 , valid for a conventional transducer with standard parts without 
receiving means 30. The middle armature leg 12 has a substantially rectangular cross section having a thickness d and 
a width b. Reference will be made below to an orthogonal coordinate system, the x-axis of which is directed according 
to the width direction of the middle armature leg 1 2, whereas the y-axis is directed according to the thickness direction 

50 Of the middle armature leg 12. i.e. the direction of vibration of the middle armature leg 12. The z-axis is directed accord- 
ing to the longitudinal direction of the middle armature leg 12 in its state of equilibrium, i.e. the dotted line of Figs. 3A-C. 

Fig. 4A shows that the middle armature leg 12 is symmetrically arranged with respect to the magnet housing 9 with 
the magnetic elements 5. 7. More in particular, the center line of the magnet housing 9 and the magnetic elements 5, 7 
is aligned with the above z-axis. and the middle armature leg 12 is located precisely in the middle of the second air gap 

S5 6. In Fig. 4A the facing surfaces 31 . 32 of the magnetic elements 5. 7 are shown as flat faces which are perpendicular 
to the y-axis, so that the second air gap 6 has for its full x-dimension an equal y<limension, which will be referred to as 
ye- It is to be noted, however, that these facing surfaces 31 , 32 of the magnetic elements 5.7 need not be flat faces, as 
will be clarified below. 
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Wrthin the scope of the present invention the term "freedom of vibration" of the middle armature leg 1 2 will be taken 
to mean the distance which the middle armature leg 1 2 is free to travel in the direction of vibraton. i.e. the y-dirertion. 
The freedom of relative to the magnetic elements 5. 7 will be referred to as "freedom of magnet vibration Fm- It will be 
clear that in the configuration shown in Fig. 4A Fm satisfies the following equation: 
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(1) 


Fig 4B which for claritys sake, does not show the magnetic elements 5. 7. shows the first air gap 4 of the coi 3 
as an air gap having a substantially rectangular cross section, defined by first coil inner faces 33. 34, designed as flat 
faces perpendicular to the y-axis, and second coil inner faces 35. 36. designed as flat faces perpendicular to the x-axis. 
In that case the first air gap 4 of the coil 3 has for its full x-dimension the same y-dimension. which will be referred to as 

It is to be noted, however, that the facing first inner faces 33, 34 need not be flat faces, as will be clarified below, 
in the conventional arrangement the coil 3 may be aligned with the middle armature leg 12. i.e. the middle armature 
lea 12 is located approximately in the middle of the first air gap 4. Then the armature has sufficient clearance relative 
t^the coil The core of the coil is often selected larger than the core of the magnet housing so as to facilitate the pro- 
duction. In the configuration shown in Fig. 4B the freedom of vibration relative to the coil 3. which will be referred to as 
"freedom of coil vibration" Fs. then satisfies the following equation: 


Fs = i/fe • (y4-d) 


(2) 


When producing the coil 3. this coil is wound on a winding core, which is removed after winding. The contour and 
the dimensions of the first air gap 4 therefae correspond to the outer contour and outer dimensions of this wound core 
This wound core is normally produced as an injection molded product and therefore has a rather high tolerance, at least 
a tolerance higher than the tolerance of the second air gap 6. Consequently, the nominal value of the y-dimension of 
the first air gap 4 is generaOy selected larger than that of the second air gap 6. as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. In a specific 
embodiment the following dimensions apply: 


b = 1 .51 ± 0.02 mm 
d s 0.2 ± 0.005 mm 
30 ye =0.395 ±0.015 mm 
y4 = 0.50 + 0.030 mm 

When carrying out a movement of vibration, the middle armature leg 12 wrill bend for its full length, as described 
above and shown in Fig. 3A. This implies that protective means which increase the shock resistance must define a 

35 smaller freedom of vibration than for the free end of the middle armature leg 12. In the conventional arrangement, as 
illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4. this is not achieved. Such a smaller freedom of vibration for a central part of the middle arma- 
ture leg 12 could be obtained by selecting the y-dimension of the first air gap 4 of the coil 3 smaller than that of the sec- 
ond ^gap 6 of the magnetic elements 5, 7. Then, in fact, the freedom of vibration of this central part w«xild be defined 
by the freedom of coil vibration Fg. However, because of the above tolerance of the vertical dimension of the firs air gap 

40 4 this means a large spreading in the freedom of vibration of this central part for the individual transducers relatve to 
each other 

According to the inventive concept a relatively accurate adjustment of the freedom of vibration of this central part 
becomes possible, even when the y^fimension of the first air gap 4 of the coil 3 is larger than that of the second air gap 
6 of the magnetic elements 5, 7, although the invention is also applicable when the y-dimension of the first air gap 4 of 

45 the coil 3 is smaller than that Of the second air gap 6 Of the magnetic elements 5. 7. ^ 

According to the present invention this is obtained by rotating the coil 3 through an angle o round the above z-axis, 
as illustrated in Fig. 5. Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view comparable to Rg. 4B through a transducer 1, wrfiich is con- 
stmcted according to the present inventive concept, starting from the same conventional components as illustrated m 
Figs 4A and 4B. Associated with the coil 3 is a second orthogonal coordinate system XTZ, which coordinate system 

so XTZ reflects the symmetry of the coil 3, i.e. in the practical example shown, in which the first air gap 4 has a rectan- 
gular cross section, the Z'-axis is directed according to the longitudinal axis of the first air gap 4, the X'-axis is perpen- 
dicular to the surfaces 35, 36, and the V-axis is perpendicular to the surfaces 33. 34. The Z'-axis of the coil 3 coinad^ 
with the Z-axis of the combination of the armature 10 and the magnets 5, 7. but the X'-axis lies at the above angle a to 

55 ^ tt^rbe clear that since the freedom of coil vibration Fs of the middle armature leg 12 depends on, inter alia, the 
afc)ove angle a. namely according to the equation 
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2Fs - Y4 


- d - (b-y/tanda)) tan(a) (3) 


25 


30 


More in particular it will be clear that, with the direction illustrated in Fig. 5 of the displacement of the coil 3 relative 
to the magnetic member 2, the freedom of coil vibration at the upper side of the middle armature leg 12 is defined by 
the distance measured in the Y-direction between the upper coil inner face 33 and the side edge 41 of the middle arma- 
ture leg 12 directed towards the first armature leg 1 1 . while the freedom of coil vibration is defined at the lower side of 
10 the middle armature leg 12 by the distance measured in the Y-direction between the lower coil inner face 34 and the 
side edge 43 of the middle armature leg 12 directed towards the middle armature leg 12. 

It will further be clear that the freedom of coll vibration Fs as determined by formula (3) may be smaller than the 
freedom of magnet vibration Fm as determined by formula (1), even when the Y -dimenslon of the first air gap 4 of the 
coil 3 is larger than the Y-dimension of the second air gap 6 of the magnetic member 2, simply by selecting a large 
15 enough, which is also illustrated in Fig. 5. 

It will then be clear that the middle armature leg 12. with ever increasing deflection relative to the state of equilib- 
rium will first touch the thus rotated coil body 3 at the end of coil 3 directed towards the magnet housing 9. a may be 
selected so large that the middle armature leg 12 touches the thus rotated coil body 3 earlier than that the end of the 
middle armature leg 12 comes into contact with a magnetic element 5, 7. a may also be selected less large, such that 
20 the end of the middle armature leg 12 comes into contact with a magnetic element 5, 7 before the middle armature leg 
1 2 touches the thus rotated coil body 3. Preferably, however, a is selected such that the middle armature leg 12 touches 
the thus rotated coil body 3 and a magnetic element 5, 7 simuttaneously, so that then a support in two points is obtained. 

The precise value of a with which the coil 3 is fixed to the magnetic member 2, will depend on the dimensions of 
the air gaps 4 and 6 of the middle armature leg 12. In general, it will be possible to predict according to which curve the 
middle armature leg 12 bends and to calculate the desired angle a on the basis thereof. In general, a will be within the 

range from a few degrees up to ca. 15°. . . . o n nc 

In the above example the coil 3 has a Z-dimension of 2.48 mm. the magnets 5. 7 have a Z-dimension of 2.04 x 0.05 
mm and the above Y-deflection is 0.098 mm. In such an embodiment the above angle a is therefore approximately 8*>. 
Fig 6 shows an armature leg 1 2 which, according to a second aspect of the invention, seen in the longitudinal direction, 
is provided on both sides with two cam-shaped projections 12\ 12". by which the armature leg is locally expanded. The 
cam-shaped projections are arranged on the armature leg in a position such that in a mounted transducer they lie within 
the first air gap. i.e. the air gap 4 in the coil 3. When the armature leg 12 deflects as a result of a shock, the projections 
12' 12" will be the first to strike the inner faces 33. 34 of the coil 3. Without such projections the armature will always 
be received by the faces 33, 34 at the location of the transition from the magnet housing to the coil, as becomes imme- 
35 diately apparent from Fig. 3B. The projections 12'. 12" offer the possibility to freely select the place where the armature 
first strikes the inner faces 33. 34 of the coil. In practice, it turns out that an even better shock resistance can thereby 
be realized. Because of the projections 12\ 12" the coil 3 needs to be rotated less far and yet obtains a proper shock 
resistance. wNch is advantageous from a viewpoint of production technique. 

However, as described above, the air gap 4 of the coil 3 has a certain tolerance, which means that for different indi- 
40 vidual transducers the above angle a rrujst be adjusted to different values to obtain the same value for Fs- The invention 
therefore also relates to a process for fixing the coil 3 of the magnetic member 2, enabling the above angle a to be 
adjusted for different individual transducers to such a value that the desired freedom of vibraton Fs is accurately 
obtained, independently of uncertainties in the precise dimensions of the air gap 4. By the process proposed according 
to the present invention an alignment of the coil 3 and the magnetic elements 5. 7 is also obtained in a relatively easy 
45 manner. This process will be discussed with reference to Fig. 7A. which diagrammatically shows a preferred embodi- 
ment of such a centering auxiliary 50. This centering auxiliary 50 substantially comprises two centering parts 51 and 
52 which are aligned with respect to each other. The second centering part 52 may have a contour corresponding to 
the contour of the second air gap 6. In the illustrated prefen-ed embodiment the second centering part 52 has a sub- 
stantially rectangular cross section, with an Y-dimension which is slightly smaller than the minimum measure of the sec- 
50 ond air gap 6. and an X-dimension which is slightly smaller than the inner X^dimension of the magnetic member 2. 

The first centering part 51 has an upper face 55 and a lower face 56. which lie parallel with each other but are dis- 
placed relative to each other. As compared to the line of symmetry designated by C and directed according to the Y- 
axis the upper face 55 has a dimension in the direction of the +X-axis (to the right in Fig. 7B) which is substantially 
equal to ^Ab and a dimension in the direction of the -X-axis (to the left in Fig. 7B) which is slightly smaller than m, B 
55 being equal to the inner X<limension of the coil 3. Similarly, the lower face 56. calculated from the above line of sym- 
metry C has a dimension in the direction of the -X-axis which is substantially equal to and a dimer^ion in the direc- 
tion of the +X-axis which is slightly smaller than m. The Y-distance between the upper face 55 and the lower face 58 
is substantially equal to the thickness d of the middle armature leg 1 2 plus twice the desired freedom of coil vibration Fg. 
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The first centering part 51 has two side faces 57 and 58, wNch are substantially at right angles to respectively the 
upper face 55 and the lower face 58. The X<Jistance between the two side faces 57 and 58 is therefore slightly less than 
B. 

The first centering part 51 has a first inclined wall portion 59 which connects the upper face 55 to the side face 58. 

5 The first inclined wall portion 59 meets the upper face 55 at an edge 53. The first inclined wall portion 59 lies at an angle 
p to the X-direction. which is larger than a. Similarly, the first centering part 51 has a second inclined wall portion 60 
which connects the lower face 58 to the side face 57. The second inclined wall portion 60 meets the lower face 58 at an 
edge 54. The second inclined wall portion 60 also lies at an angle p to the X-direction, which is larger than a. 

When assen^ling the transducer according to the present invention, first the magnetic member 2 is arranged on 

10 the second centering part 52 of the centering auxiliary 50. Then the coil 3 is arranged on the first centering part 51 . The 
coil is then rotated about its longitudinal axis, until the coil 3 touches the first centering part 51 at two points. I.e the 
upper coil inner wall 33 touches the side edge 53 of the upper face 55, and the lower coil inner wall 34 touches the side 
edge 54 of the lower face 56. In a comparable manner the magnetic member 2 is rotated about its longitudinal axis In 
the opposite direction, until the magnetic member 2 abuts against the second centering part 52. 

75 Because the total X-dimension of the first centering part 51 is slightly smaller than the inner X-dimension of the coil 
3. this shape of the first centering part 51 also ensures the centering of the coil 3 in the X-direction. The total X-dimen- 
sion of the first centering part 51 must be slightly smaller than the inner X-dimension of the coil 3 to allow the rotation 
of the coil 3. Similarly, the inclined wall portions 59 and 60 allow this rotation, because their angle p is larger than the 
maximally expected angle a. 

20 It will be dear that thus, irrespective of the precise shape and dimension of the first air gap 4, the upper coil inner 
wall 33 defines for an armature leg, the width of which is equal to b, a stop having the desired freedom of vibration 
upwards. The same applies, mutatis mutandis, to the lower coil inner wall 34. 

Normally, when mounting a coil and a magnetic member, the facing end walls of this coil and this magnetic member 
are used as a mutual reference. It is necessary, then, that these end walls be precisely perpendicular to the center lines 

25 (Z-axis and Z'-axis) of this coil and tiiis magnetic menr*>er, otiientfise these parts are not precisely aligned. In the proc- 
ess according to the present invention it is not necessary to use the above end walls as a reference. When according 
to process according to the present invention the coil 3 and tiie nragnetic member 2 are rotated with respect to each 
other, until tiie two of them abut against tiie centering auxiliary 50. it is also achieved that their center lines are precisely 
aligned with respect to each other In tiiis condition the coil 3 is affixed to the magnetic member 2, e.g. witii a rapid-hard- 

30 ening adhesive, such as an acrylate adhesive, as Known per se. 

Rnally, the centering auxiliary 50 is removed, and the combination of magnetic member 2 and coil 3 is ready for 
receiving the arnnature 10. 

It will be clear to a person skilled in the art that the scope of protection of the present invention as defined by tiie 
claims is not limited to the embodiments shown in the Figures and discussed, but that it is possible to change or modify 
35 the above embodiments of the transducer according to the invention within tiie scope of the inventive concept. Thus, 
e.g., it is possible that the armature is a U-shaped armature or has any other suitable form. 

It is also possible that tiie first air gap 4 and/or tiie second air gap 6 has a non-rectangular cross section. This can 
be recognized as follows. As regards the second air gap 6, it applies tiiat the freedom of magnet vibration upwards is 
determined by the lowest point of the upper magnet 7. while the freedom of magnet vibration downwards is determined 
40 by the highest point of tiie lower magnet 5, at the end of the magnetic memt>er 2 facing away from tiie coil 3, in-espective 
of tiie precise shape of tiie contour of the second air gap 6. 

In a comparatrfe manner it always applies as regards the first air gap 4 that the freedom of coil vibration inwards 
is determined by the distance measured in tiie Y-direction between tiie side edge 41 of tiie middle armature leg 12 
directed towards the first armature leg 1 1 and the upper coil inner wall 33, and tfiat tiie freedom of coil vibration down- 
45 wards is determined by the distance measured in the Y-direction between the side edge 43 of the middle armature leg 
12 directed towards the third armature leg 13 and the lower coil inner wall 34, irrespective of the precise shape of tiie 
contour of the first air gap 4. 

It will furtiier be clear to a person skilled in the art tiiat tiie centering parts 51 and 52 of the centering auxiliary 50 
may have other contours. Since off tiie first centering part 51 only tiie above edges 53 and 54 and side walls 57 and 58 
so are involved in tiie centering function, the middle portion of the first centering part 51 could, e.g.. be thinner or even be 
completely omitted. Also, wall portions and edges may be rounded. 

Claims 

55 1 . A transducer, in particular suitable for hearing aids, comprising: 
a coil (3) having a first air gap (4); 

a magnetic member (2) having a second air gap (6); and an armature (10); 
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both said air gaps (4, 6) being in line, and the armature (10) comprising an armature leg (12) extending through 
both said air gaps (4, 6); 

a first orthogonal coordinate system (XYZ) being defined by said armature leg (12), the Z-axis being directed 
according to the longitudinal direction of said armature leg (12) in its neutral position, and the Y-axis being 

5 directed according to the direction of vibration of said armature leg (12); 

and a second orthogonal coordinate system (X'Y'Z') being associated with the coil (3), which coil (3) is sub- 
stantially symmetrical with respect to said second orthogonal coordinate (X'Y'Z'), the Z'-axis of the coil (3) sub- 
stantially coinciding with the center line of the first air gap (4) and being substantially aligned with the Z-axis of 
said armature leg (12); 

10 characterized: 

in that the second orthogonal coordinate (X YZ') of the coil (3) is rotated with respect to the first orthogonal 
coordinate system (XYZ) through an angle a greater than zero. 

2. A transducer according to claim 1 . wherein said angle a is selected so large that, with an X-coordinate correspond - 
15 ing to a side edge (41 or 43) of said armature leg (12), and with a Z-coordinate corresponding to the end of coil (3) 
directed towards the magnetic member (2), the distance between said armature leg (12) and the coil (3) as meas- 
ured In the Y-direction is smaller than the distance between said armature leg (12) and the magnetic member (2) 
as measured in the Y-dlrection. 

20 3. A transducer according to claim 2, wherein said angle a is selected so large that a vibrating armature leg (1 2), with 
increasing vibration deflection, will touch the coil (3) at said Z-coordinate at substantially the same moment as the 
free end of the armature leg (12) comes into contact with the magnetic member (2). 

4. A transducer according to any of the preceding claims, wherein said first air gap (4) has a substantially rectangular 
25 cross section. 

5. A transducer according to any of the preceding claims, wherein said angle a lies within the range between 1"" and 
15**. preferably within the range of 7-10**. 

30 6. A transducer according to any of the preceding claims, characterized in that the armature leg (1 2), seen in the lon- 
gitudinal direction, is provided on both sides with an expanded portion (12', 12 '). which is in a predetermined posi- 
tion within the first air gap (4). 

7. A process for assembling a transducer according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the coil (3) is fixed to a 
35 magnet housing (9) containing the magnetic member (2); 

characterized by the steps of: 

providing a centering auxiliary (5) comprising a first centering part (51) and a second centering part (52) 

aligned therewith, the second centering part (52) having a contour adapted to the contour of the second air gap 
40 (6), and the first centering part (51) having two edges (53, 54), the X-distance between said edges (53, 54) 

being equal to the width (b) of an armature leg (12). and the Y-dtstance between said edges being equal to the 

thickness (d) of the armature leg (12) plus twice the desired freedom of coil vibration (Fs); 

placing the second centering part (52) in the second air gap (6) of the magnetic member (2); 

placing a coil (3) over the first centering part (51); 
45 rotating the coil (3) round its Z'-axis, until the coil inner walls (33, 34) defining the Y' -limitation of the first air gap 

(4), abut against respective edges (53, 54), the magnetic member (2) being rotated in the opposite direction; 

fixing the coil (3) in that position with respect to the magnetic member (2), e.g. by means of a rapid-hardening 

adhesive; and 

removing the centering auxiliary (50). 

so 

8. A centering auxiliary (50) for use in a process according to claim 7. comprising: 

a first centering part (51) and a second centering part (52) aligned therewith, the second centering part (52) 
having a contour adapted to the contour of the second air gap (6), and the first centering part (51) having two 
55 edges (53. 54). the X-distance between said edges (53. 54) being equal to the width (b) of an armature leg 

(12). and the Y-distance between said edges being equal to the thickness (d) of the armature leg (12) plus 
twice the desired freedom of coil vibration (Fg). 
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9. A centering auxiliary according to claim 8, wherein the first centering part (51 ) has an upper face (55), a lower face 
(56), and side faces (57. 58), the X-dlstance between said side faces (57, 58) being slightly smaller than B. and the 
upper face (55) and a first side face (58) being connected by a first inclined wall portion (59), and the lower face 
(56) and a side face (57) being connected by a second inclined wall portion (60). 
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